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ASATO:.(\'
H PTER 16
The Anatomy Act
Ch p. 16 97
1. In this Act. "school" means the Faculty of Medicine Int'!rpr'!ta-
of the University of Toronto. of QUl~n '- t 'ni\' r ity. of th lIun.
niversity of \\ t m On ario or of the 'ni\'ersity of
Ottawa, the Hamilton hool of :\natomy anti (he anadian
Memorial hiropraclic oll~e, and include any oth r in titu-
tion which the Lieut nant- ov rnor in .ouncil may declare
to be a school for th purp , of lhi .-\ct. R., . 193i.
c. 226, s, I; O. Rlt{. 8/4 : O.RCR' 7i rOo amellded.
2. The Lieutenanl-Go\'ernor in Council may appoint a Appoint.
I . f f () . I I I' ment orgenera ITlspeclor 0 anatomy or !ltano alH oca In !>l'ctur ll\l<~tors
for such places as may be de l11("d ad vi. a1>l(' , and may mak ur "natom)·.
regulation defining- th duties of the ~ n ral inspeclor and
imposing- outie on the local inspC'cto~ in addition to the
duties imposed by thi Act and otherwi. for ("..\rryin~ out
this Act. ancl may fix the fC(.' to he rl'C"~i\'ed hy the gcn('ral
in pector and local in pl.-ctor for $l'r\'icc Jx·dormed under this
Act and under uch rl~ul:t.tion R, .0. It) i, (". 226. . 2.
3.-(1) The hod\' of an\' 0 ad p('rson found puhlicl\' I IRPOAaI or
posed . bl" h' h . ('.. tt"lnex or . nt I a pu Ie mor~ue, upon W Ie a coron r b',dl"" rnr
f h · . I' I' f "tudr ora ter aVlTlg \'leWl"( It ( 'illS an IIHIU<'. t unneC(~. s.,ry or 0 any l.nntom)'.
per n who immediatdy hdor death was supportl'tl in and
by any public in lilution, hall 1)(' imn1("dial Iy placed under
the control of the local in pl:ctor of anatomy.
(2) nle uch bod\' wilhin lwent\'-four hour after bcinty \\'hm' n',
•• ,., .-I"lIn('<1
o found or sent to a public morgm', or aft r death wh re the
death takes plac in a public in titllti n, is claimed by,
(a) a relative or a bonn .fide friend: or
(b) a person who produces an ord r mad under !'ub-
section 3 and pay - to d fray the funeral eXI n~ -:
or
(c) in the case of the body of a person who wa supported
in a county home for the aged, a county c uncillor,
the same shall be delivered by the local inspector to some
person qualified as her inafter provided.
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(3) An order (Form t) may be obtained from the magis·
trate, or where there is no magistrate, from a justice or the
peace having jurisdiction in the locality.
(4) This section shall not apply to the bOOy of a mentally
incompetent person who has died in an institution under
The Menial Ilospifals Act. R.S.O. 1937, c. 226, s. 3.
4.-(1) It shall be the duty of the relative or friend to
whom a dead boor is delivered under section J to c.....use it to be
dcccntl~' interred, or he may upon payment to them of $5,
require the :Illthorities under whose care the dead body was,
10 inter it.
(2) Where the body of a person who dies in a county home
for the aged is delivered to a COllllty councillor as provided by
subsect ion 2 of ~Clion 3 the body shall be decently interred
amI the coullty shall bear the expense of burial to the extent
of 530. H..S.D. 1937, c. 226, s. 4.
To Whom n. The persons <jualified to receive such unclaimed bodies
unf'lllimed
hodil''' "hall shall be the teachers of anatomy or surger}' in a school,
I,e deli'·e~od. I'{ h' hi' 1 1 I' h h .an< I I ere IS any sc 00 III t le oca It}' were t ere IS a
boor to be deli\'cred to persons so qualified, such school
shall have the first claim to the bOOy. R.S.O. 1937. c. 226,
s. 5.
~~r,~~~ed 0.-(1) Any srhool obtainillR' a body shall keep :lnd
:~II~J~r~,le~ny prescn'c thc S..Ulle for 1I0t lcss than fourteell days, and in thc
1,)' r~!end". event of a relative or bOlm fide fricnd claiming it within that
time the school shall deliver the body to such relative or
fricml upon receipt of the reasonable costs and charges (or
preserving ami keeping the same. not to c."\cecd $10.
lleco~ds.
nUlles of
local
InsJlcl'to~.
(2) E\'cry such school shall keep such records as may be
prescribed by the regulations, and the same shall at all times
he opel! to inspection by the general inspector and by a local
inspector. R.S,O. 1937, c. 226, s. 6.
7. Every locill inspector of anatomy shall.
(a) keep a register showing the name, age, sex, birth-
place and religious denomination of every person
whose unclaimed body has been received by him,
and the name of the school to which such body
was delivered, with the date of delivery;
(b) keep a register of the schools qualified to receive
and desirous of receiving bodies for the instruc-,
tion of students; "I
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(c) subject to section 5 distribute all bodies, in rotation,
tosuch schools in proportion to the number of persons
actually engaged in the study of human anatomy
in each school. as shown by their official registers.
which he shall be allowed to inspect; R.S.O. 1937,
c. 226, s. 7, cis. (a-c).
(d) keep his registers open for the inspection of any
re~istcred medical practitioner who may desire to
inspect them;
(t) enter in the mors:ue re~ister, for the purpose of
identification, a description of every hody received
by him. and of the c1othinJ::" and effccts (ound thereon.
and the flame of the school to which such body
was delivered; and
(j) furnish 10 the ~encr:t1 inspector the nanl(' of the
deceased and of the school to which the IJo<ly w"s
sent. R.S.O. 1937, c. 226. s. i, tis. (e-K).
8. Every local inspc.'ctor shall, without dcl~l\". gi\'c notice :-.:01 .....
r h·· II . _.1'· . ur "I'pulnl.o IS appointment to a persons mcntlon•.:" In St:t:tIOIlS 9 ",ul.
to 12, R.S.O, 1937, c, 226, 5.8.
O. Every corOllcr, whether he ducs or docs 1I0l hold anlJut>' or
. lxxI r I '·1· I I I· I I' '-'urQner.Inquest on" )' OUl\( PUll 1(' Y eXI~'(, to w IIC 1 liS
attention has been called, "nd whil'h is nut claimcd in ;u:cord-
ance with 54.."Ctioll 3, shall J,:i\'c llotiCt' to thl' local inspt.'Clor, if
there is one, and if thNe is nonc, he !'hall C;lUse till' IXKly to be
interred "t the expense of the 11It111i,ip"lity in \\ hi.h it was
found. R.S.O. 193;, c. 226, s. 9.
10, Where the body is placl'(l III a public Illoq~uc tile DUI>' of
. h r I I II f h· I' . l>f' .."n Inperson 111 c "rf{e 0 t 1(' morguc S 1;1 Or! Wit 1 1o:1\'C not ICC ,·h"rll.'e ur
I r I I I · I'.S.U. 1"3-" c. 226,".10. "1U1l/ue.t lereo to t 1(' oca lflsl)(.-ctor, \,,, "
1 J. The he"d of any municipality ill whirh a dead body ~~~~uu/
to which this Act applies is founl! and of which he h"s notice munl"Ir>AlIt)'.
shall cause notice thercof to be gi\'(,11 within twenty-four hours
to dle local inspector. R.S.O. 1937, c, 226. s. If.
12.-(1) The superintendent of ('v('ry puhl;, institution nUl>' ur
h· I I· \ I· I II I I I r' dUI>erlntend·to w Ie 1 t lIS" ct app ICS S 1a . upon (1e (t'at lOan Inmateent of
r h . .. . 'I r· h· r public lnsll·o t e Illstltullon, J.:'1\·e nollce Ill'reo Wit III twenty· our tUI,on.
hours to the local inspector.
(2) E h . ., h II k . I . neJd~IC'r tovcry suc supenntcnucnt S a 'ecp a register s lOWlll~ l>e kepI II>'
the name, agc, sex, birthplace "nd rdigious denomination ~~r,~~1nten.
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of each person whose body is disposed of under this Act,
and the school to which such body is delivered, and shall file
all documents furnished by persons claiming bodies. and such
register and documents shall be open for inspection.
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13. A school desiring to avail itself of the benefits of thi&
Act shall give a bond to the general inspector in the sum of
580, with two sufficient sureties to his satisfaction in the sum
of $40 each, for the decent interment of the bodies after they
have served the purposes required, and thereupon the general
inspector shall deliver to such school a written authority to
open a practical anatomy room entitled to the benefits of this
Act. R.S.O. 1937, c. 226, s. 13.
14. Every person who nCj;;:lects to discharge the duties
imposed upon him by this Act or any regulation made there-
under, or who contravenes any provision thereof, shall be
guilty of an offence and on summary conviction shall be liable
to a penalty of not more than S20 for each offence. R.S.O.
1937, c. 226, ss. 14,16. . ,
15. No person shall send or take a dead body out of Ontario
for surgical or practical anatomical purposes, and every
person who contravenes this section shnn be guilty of an
offence and on summary conviction shall be liable to a penalty
of SIOO for each offence. R.S.O. 1937, c. 226, ss. 15,'16. .
16. No person shall accept for shipment or ship a dead
body from any place within Ontario to any place outside of
Ontario unless a certificate of a duly qualified medical prac-
titioner has been obtained certifying that the cause or death
has been definitely ascertained and that there exists no other
cause lor inquiry or examination. 1942, c. 34, s. 2; 1946,
c. 89, s. 6.
17. Subject to this Act, any unclaimed dead body found
within the limits 01 a cit)" town, village or township shall be
interred at the expense of the corporation thereof, but the
corporation may recover such expense from the estate of,the
deceased or from any person whose duty it was to inter the
dead body. R.S.O. 1937, c. 226, s. 17.
A:-;.\TO~(Y
FOR:'.! I
(Sutilln J (Jl )
TUE :\~AT())I\" ACT
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To all whom it may concern:
Whereas A.B. of (here slalt the numt'. rt'Sidt'na and occupation of the
person by whom or on whose behalf tAc orda is applit'd for) has sad fled me
that he is a relative (or bolla fide frielld) of C.D., dec!'a 'd. and is entitled
to have his body delivered to him for the purpose of interment.
I hereby authorize and order ('I'('n' person .lIlU authoritr having the
present custody or control of the bodr forth ..... ith upon presentation of
this order to deliver it to the said A .8. for interment.
Witness my hand and seal as :\tagislrate (or Justice of the Peace) of
and for (as the cau may l>t)
this day of , 19 .
R.•.. 193i, .226. Form 1.

